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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets. Including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, I.e. sheets of the description, claims and>br drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and>br sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the POT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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I ^ Basis of the opinion 

II □ Priority 
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V El Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI □ Certain documents cited 

VII □ Certain defects in the international application 

VIII □ Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to Sj^ 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" ^ 
and are not annexed to Uiis report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): SS 



Description, Pages 

1-9 



as published 



Claims, Numbers 

1-12 



as published 



Drawings, Sheets 



as published 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this Item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the International search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55,3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andAor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the International application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fonti. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
In the international application as filed has been fumished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made. Since they ha g 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(0)). ^ 



(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this > 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: ^ 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; O 
' citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 1-12 
No: Claims 



Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-12 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-12 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

1. Closest Prior Art 

Document DE-A1 -4041 868 (D1), which is also concerned with the wear reinforcement 
of the inlet opening for Inlet of material Into the drum of a centrifugal separator. Is 
considered to represent the closest available prior art. 

2. Difference 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from that of D1 . in that the wear reinforcement 
member of the Inlet of the subject-matter of claim 1 has a quite different design than 
that described in D1 (in D1 it is a bush with a collar) in order to be replaced from the 
outside. 

This said wear reinforcement member is provided with an abutment surface with a 
component facing tangentially opposite the back surface in abutment against an 
abutment surface associated with the core body, in order to be kept In place during 
operation. 

3. Objective problem 

Providing a decanter centrifuge with a wear reinforcement member which is easy to be 
replaced and which doesn't need special demands for securing during operation. 

Since none of the available prior art documents discloses such a centrifuge with such a 
wear reinforcement member, the subject-matter of claim 1 can be considered both, as 
novel and inventive (Art.33(1)-(3) PCT). 

4. Industrial application 

The industrial application is obvious (Art.33(1) and (4) PCT). 
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